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The Fijae Arts Gerdea uhich foims sich a fittliag approach to The Cleveland 
Museua of Art is the realizatioh of & dreaaa long cherished by the Garden Club of 
Cleveland, Many years ago the Garden Club raised funds for the preparation of 
preliiainaiy plans to improve that part of Vade Park aov knowi as the Fine Arts Garden, 
Once the project was under way voluntary eontrihitions came frm 
individuals offering to provide arohiteotural features. At the same time the City 
of Cleveland agreed to culvert Soan Brook, do peoessary grading, planting and provide 
maintenance, 

‘ On the afternoon of July 23, 19ZS, the Garden was dedicated and presented to 
the City, Cleveland has always been noted for its fine cooperative spisdt. The Fine 
Arts Garden is a living jsoaRaaent to that spirit* 

The Garden embraoes the tract between the Museum, Euclid Avenue and the two 
Boulevard drives# Jn front of the Museum is a terrace with marble balustrade from 
iddch a flight of marble steps leads darn to an oval garden. The general theme of the 
sculpture in this oval garden consists of THE FOOliTAIH OF THE WATERS symbolising the 
am aid the Earth in their relation to these waters, the whole being surrounded l:y 
ihe heavens - thus forming the Court of Hature of the Fine Arts Garoto, Tiaa two 
main figusw groins represent the flowing waters end the lake, and the waters returning 
to the parwat lake* On either side are two children representing the flowers of -the 
river banks, A large oolamia of walar rises from the center bowl from which the water 
falls in four cascades into an octagonal basin. From there it widens into rivulets 
running into the larger pool from the ©omers of iMeh it is thrown back in spray. 

The whole is easpressive of the movement of the waters# 

asx) bronses, the Sun and the Earth, fleudc THE FOUHTAIM OF THE VATEBS, The 
Earth calls the water to herj the Sun, as it passes through the heavens, with its 


«» 2 '» 

shafts^, cbnaws th,© ■water into cloud form. 

Surrounding the main terrace are the twelve signs of -the Zodiac* These are 
in decoratin© form, and in addition the syiihols, the stars of each gioup of -the 
Zodiac are represented in coireet relation one to the other. The material of these 
signs is selected Vermont marhle of variegated green and ■whi'te, 

A long turf panel also enclosed hy hedge slopes from the oval garden 
terminating in another terrace with marUe balustrade and steps at the lake. 

These formal areas are surrounded by infoimal paths, trees, flowers, lawns 
and shrubbery. The land adjoining the lake is treated with informality, but 

with a slight touch of formality seen in the white marble benches and a couple of 
bronae drinking fountains* placed beside the paths for the convenience of visitors. 

At Euclid A-veaue another marbL© terrace is flanked with stairs leading down 
to ti^ lake. On its lower level is a bronae figure group called «Hight Passing the 
Earth to Day,” Two little scrolptured mermaids form a group placed at the water* s edge. 

Frank Daw Olmstead, Boston landscape architect, who designed the Fine Arts 
Garden said know of no other example of landscape art as beautiful as this where 
such a large part of the population pass daily and enjoy tt,« The Garden and the 
i^useum stand -together as a triui^h of architecture and landscape art * a perfect 
whole for the enrichment of ell the people of Cleveland, 

It is located on Euclid Avenue betr/een East and Liberty Boulevards, 
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